Regular Meeting of Bethesda Village Council

March 11, 2026
Mayor Bob Flanagan called the meeting to order, Bob also led the Pledge of Allegiance.
Roll Call

Present: Mayor Robert Flanagan, Jordan Castello, Ruth Saffell, Colby Rinehart, Jay Van Horn, Shirley Lucas, Fiscal Officer Ricky Burkhead, Administrator Dirk Davis, Carol Merritt, Solicitor Michael Shaheen
Absent: 
Guest(s)

Cindy Foose, Rod Miller, Chuck Little, Jennifer Compston, Gordon Price, Josh Meyer, Diana Flanagan
Reports

The Fiscal Officer E-Mailed Fund Status, Cash Summary by Fund, Fund Ledger, Payroll, Receipt Register & YTD Appropriation status reports to Council Members, Administrator, Fire Chief & Mayor. Jay Van Horn made a motion to approve the February meeting minutes, seconded by Carol Merritt, Jordan Castello– Yes, Shirley Lucas – Yes, Jay Van Horn – Yes, Colby Rinehart – Yes, Ruth Saffell – Yes, Carol Merritt – Yes.
Regular Council Meeting Minutes
Gordon Price presented the signed lease for the property beside of the American Legion.  Gordon asked what the actual property address is so he can get an insurance package for it.  Mr. Shaheen stated that he should give the insurance company 110 North Main Street.
Diana Flanagan who represents the Legion Auxiliary would like to have a food stand at the car show and asked whom to contact.  Dirk stated that she should contact Tim Snyder. 

Josh Meyer addressed council and stated that he is running for Belmont County auditor. Josh is a former county commissioner and wants to get into office to help make the auditor’s office more stable as there has been much turnover.  Josh stated that there are around 20 employees and they have had turnover about 2-3 times.  Josh stated that this affects good and consistent service.  Josh wanted to repair relationships with other departments in the county and county boards.  Josh stated that he ultimately wants to restore faith in the auditor’s office.  

Chuck Little stated that there are kids on electric scooters running on Main Street and a boy with a red motorcycle.  Chuck stated that they run all over town and are going to get hit. 
Rod Miller asked if council ever considered having a large commercial truck ban for parking on village streets.  There is a truck across from his house that prevents field of view to make turns onto adjacent streets.   Chief Storm is going to look at the situation.
Solicitor Shaheen presented Ordinance 2026-1 which is a $2 per thousand gallons increases for water and sewer rates for the second reading.  Colby Rinehart made a motion to declare tonight the second reading, seconded by Ruth Saffell, Jordan Castello– No, Shirley Lucas – Yes, Jay Van Horn – Yes, Colby Rinehart – Yes, Ruth Saffell – Yes, Carol Merritt – Yes. Mr. Shaheen stated that a letter was issued to the Methodist Church Conference letting them know that we sent the realtor a letter about the park property. Mr. Shaheen stated that Carol Merritt represents the cottage owners and he doesn’t believe there is a conflict with her representing them in the negotiation with the purchase of the part of the property that the cottage owners wish to buy. Mr. Shaheen reached out to a person who does appraisals and would like approval to have them assess the property in question.  Colby Rinehart made a motion to engage the person to have the park property appraised, seconded by Jay Van Horn, Jordan Castello– Yes, Shirley Lucas – Yes, Jay Van Horn – Yes, Colby Rinehart – Yes, Ruth Saffell – Yes, Carol Merritt – Yes.

Jay Van Horn made a motion to go into executive session to discuss Personnel Discipline, at 6:52 p.m., seconded by Carol Merritt, Ruth - Yes, Jordan – Yes, Jay – Yes, Colby - Yes, Shirley – Yes, Carol - Yes. 

At 7:31 p.m. Mayor Bob Flanagan declared executive session over.

Jay Van Horn thanked Gordon and Diana for their work with the American Legion and everyone who is working together to get the organization going.  Jay announced a fish fry for the Sons of the Legion this coming weekend. 
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Fiscal Officer Rick Burkhead presented the 2026 Union Township EMS contract renewal to be approved. Colby Rinehart made a motion to approve the contract, seconded by Ruth Saffell, Jordan Castello– Yes, Shirley Lucas – Yes, Jay Van Horn – Yes, Colby Rinehart – Yes, Ruth Saffell – Yes, Carol Merritt – Yes.  Mayor Bob presented a building permit for Dorene Bailey for a garage to be approved.  Ruth Saffell made a motion to approve the permit, seconded by Jordan Castello, Jordan Castello– Yes, Shirley Lucas – Yes, Jay Van Horn – Yes, Colby Rinehart – Yes, Ruth Saffell – Yes, Carol Merritt – Yes.  The Easter Egg Hunt will be April 4th at 11:00 am at the park.  Jay Van Horn made a motion to approve the purchase of candy, 8 gift cards and specialty eggs for the hunt, seconded by Carol Merritt, Jordan Castello– Yes, Shirley Lucas – Yes, Jay Van Horn – Yes, Colby Rinehart – Yes, Ruth Saffell – Yes, Carol Merritt – Yes.

Administrator Dirk Davis presented his monthly report:

· The welders purchased with the PEP Grant were purchased.
· The grant application for the Main Street Project was submitted by BELOMAR on 02/24/26.

· Dirk is expecting a notification of a company to do an inspection of the old pizza shop.

· Quality Environmental sent us a letter that they are increasing prices for the sewer operator we do not know how much as of yet. 

· Dirk is asking the ordinance committee to look at oil and gas traffic regulations on the Main Streets in down.  We need to protect the street if we do manage to get it repaved. 

· Kerry McKeever has the easement for the repairs on the corner at the four way stop.  Kerry is reviewing.

· The annual sludge report was sent to the EPA on 02/26/26.

· Consumer Confidence Reports are due by July 1. 

· Diperna installed phase monitors and reversals at the sewer plant to prevent brown outs at a cost of $12,410.70.  Thank you Jim Diperna for helping us. 
Mayor Bob Flanagan stated that he has thought about putting an article in the paper about property maintenance cleanup.  Bob stated that he and Dirk are going to go around and make a list of issues.  Mr. Shaheen stated that he can prepare a letter template for us to use to address issues.  

Police Chief Chris Storm stated that there were 15 traffic stops and 12 citations last month.  There was one juvenile issue, three warnings, and eight business checks.  Chris is going to try to crack down on illegal parking.  The Charger was fixed and now we have a headlight out.  The radars are due for calibration.  This Friday the department is assisting the public works crew on the ditch on SR 147 as Dirk asked for traffic control. 

Motion to pay bills by Ruth Saffell, 2nd by Carol Merritt, with a unanimous vote.

Motion to adjourn by Jordan Castello, 2nd by Ruth Saffell, with a unanimous vote.
The next meeting will be Wednesday April 8th, 2026 at 6:30 P.M.
___________________________________      __________________________________

   Mayor Bob Flanagan
 
         Fiscal Officer Ricky W. Burkhead Jr.
